SOLUTIONS ELEMENTARY 9

CULTURE 8:




WHAT ARE THE
MOST POPULAR
SPORTS IN THE
WORLD?







DO YOU KNOW
ANYTHING ABOUT
THE HISTORY OF

FOOTBALL?







* Football has been played in England
since the Middle Ages. The first
piece of written evidence about a
match dates from around 1170, but
football today is very different. It
wasn’t until 1848 that a set of rules,
known as the Cambridge Rules,
was written. Until then, different
groups played to different rules.
These rules were then revised in
1863 and have influenced the game
that we know today.




WHAT TEAMS DO
YOU SUPPORT?
WHAT SPORTS DO
YOU ENJOY
WATCHING?
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WATCHING?




1 SPEAKING Work in pairs or small groups. Look at the
information in the tables above. What do you find most

surprising? Why?

SALARIES PER YEAR IN THE UK

Top footballers

Prime Minister

Teacher

£15 million
£150,000
£78,000

£37,000

AVERAGE FOOTBALLER SALARIES IN EUROPE (PER WEEK)
- -

- Premier League (UK) £43,700
SV EN(e T ELWIN £28,000
B serie A (taly) £25,300

EZ La Liga (Spain) £23,300



DO YOU THINK
FOOTBALLERS
ARE PAID TO0O
MUCH?
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Do footballers earn too much?

First of all, footballers’ careers
are short. They can play for
fifteen years, if they're lucky,
but the average career lasts for
only eight years — and a career
can end suddenly at any time

with a bad injury. Also, only a
few footballers earn really big
salaries. Most footballers play in the lower |eagues. They earn

a good salary while they are playing, but when they stop, they
need to find another job — they certainly won't have enough
money to last for the rest of their lives. Yes, some footballers earn
extraordinary amounts of money. But that is true for other jobs
too. The best actors, the best singers and the best lawyers all
earn millions. Why shouldn't the best footballers?

USSRl ) FOOTBALL JOURNALIST

2 Read the opinions below. Who thinks footballers are paid
too much?

In one month, a top footballer
can earn about the same as

the Prime Minister earns in

one year! Is that right? | don't
think so — but | don't blame

the players, | blame the clubs.
They want success on the pitch,
but it is also big business. The
best footballers make money for their clubs even when they
aren’t playing football. Real Madrid paid £80 million for Cristiano
Ronaldo. In the next nine months fans paid £100 million for kits
with Ronaldo’s name on the back. Football is not about sport
any more — not at the highest level. It's about money.

LGUIARE0) 0 FOOTBALL FAN




3 VOCABULARY Match the highlighted words in the text
with the definitions below. Write the singular forms. (Some
words are plural in the text.)

1 : a group of teams who play sport against
each other

2 : an organisation that includes a sports team
and all the people who work with them.

3 : someone who loves football.

4 : the shorts, shirt and socks that members of
a sports team wear.

5 : the area of grass where football matches
take place.

6 : money you earn each year for doing your job




4 Read the opinions in exercise 2 again. Who do you agree
with most?




DOES ANYONE
FOLLOW
WOMEN’S
FOOTBALL?

IS WOMEN'’S
FOOTBALL
THE SAME AS
MEN’S?

WHAT ARE
SOME OF THE
DIFFERENCES?



5 Listen to an interview with Nick
Wheeler, a football journalist. Which
sentence is true?

1 Women's football was very popular at
the start of the 20th century.

2 The England women’s football team is
probably the best in the world.




6 Listen again. Complete the sentences with the
dates below. There are two extra dates.

1895 1920 1921 1969 1972 1991

1 The first women’s football match was in

2 The first women’s football World Cupwasin
3 Women footballers stopped using men’s pitches in
4 The English Women’s Football Association started in




1 SPEAKING Read the statements below. Give each
statement a mark from 1-5, where 1= I completely agree
and 5 = | completely disagree. Then discuss your answers in
pairs or small groups.

1 Female footballers should get the same money as male
footballers.

2 Football is boring compared to many other sports.

3 There is too much football on television.




DO YOU REMEMBER OXFORD
FOOTBALL ACADEMY?
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