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L | Word skills |

Verb patterns: reporting verbs

| can use a variety of reporting verbs correctly.

1 Circle the correct verbs to complete the sentences.

1 ‘OK. I'll feed your cat while you're away, she

a advised b agreed ¢ encouraged
2 ‘You really must stay for dinner, he __.

a asked b admitted ¢ insisted
3 ‘I'll definitely be there to meet you at the airport, she .

a begged b promised ¢ suggested
4 ‘It's dangerous to walk around that part of town at night,

he

a denied b offered ¢ warned
5 ‘Is the café still open at this time?’ she

a begged b suggested ¢ wondered
6 ‘I'm the one who broke your laptop,” he

a admitted b apologised ¢ persuaded

7 'l could lend you some money, he

a denied b proposed ¢ wondered
8 ‘You'd better say sorry, she

a advised b apologised ¢ persuaded




2 Circle the correct reporting verb. Then complete the
sentences with the infinitive or -ing form of the verbs in
brackets.

1 My parents never encouraged / suggested me
(sing) when | was younger.
2 Did you admit / apologise to your teacher for
(miss) the class?
3 My Spanish friends mentioned / told
(come) to visit us this summer.
4 Why are you accusing / blaming me of
(copy) your homework? It isn’t true!
5 The President has denied / refused
(@answer) any more questions on this topic.

6 | begged / offered her (pay) for our train
tickets.
7 They denied / insisted (stay) at the party

until after midnight.

8 My cousin encouraged / refused me
(play) a few songs on the piano.

9 Why did you agree / insist on (have) the
end-of-term party at our house?

10 My parents begged / refused my sister not

(leave) school at sixteen.

11 My brother finally admitted / apologised
(tell) everyone my secret.
12 Our next door neighbour accused / warned us of
(make) too much noise late at night.




'SH Complete the text with the missing
words.

When | got home, my brother was singing loudly in the kitchen.

| asked him° to make so much noise, but he
Insisted * singing even louder. | accused him
- being the worst singer I'd ever heard. Instead of
getting cross, he thanked me * giving him an idea.

Then he went upstairs, smiling. | wondered *

asking him what he was doing, but | knew he would refuse

b tell me. Two minutes later, he came downstairs
again with a camcorder. He persuaded me ’ video

him. ‘If I'm that bad, we can make money on YouTube,' he told
8




VOCAB BOOST!
Q When you learn reporting verbs, it's a good idea to learn
the related nouns at the same time. You can also learn
what verbs these related nouns usually go with. Tip: the
most common verbs that go with the related nouns are
give and make.

4 Use a dictionary to find the nouns related to the verbs
below. Write them in the correct category.

accuse apologise encourage promise suggest warn

give + make +




> Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar
meaning to the first. Use the correct form of give or make
and a noun related to the underlined verb.

1 They warned us about the dangerous cliffs.

They about the dangerous cliffs.
2 He rarely encourages his son.

He rarely his son any

3 She forgave him as soon as he apologised for his behaviour.

She forgave him as soon as he _forhis
behaviour.
4 The police accused him of something serious.

The police a serious
against him.
5 Why do you never suggest anything?
Why do you never any ?




DO YOU THINK
DIFFERENT AGE
GROUPS USE MOBILE
PHONES FOR
DIFFERENT
PURPOSES?
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1 VOCABULARY What types of things do you read and how

do you read them? Do you prefer paper or digital formats?
Use the words below to help you.

Reading matter biographies blog posts comics
magazines newspapers novels poems textbooks

Digital formats blogs e-books social networking sites
tweets websites zines




WHICH ONE HAS GOT MORE FAGILITIES?




WHICH ONE HAS GOT MORE FAGILITIES?
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Tarpe Mills
Edgar Allen Jr.
Nella

Miss Fury




Tarpe Mills
Edgar Allen Jr.
Nella

Miss Fury




2 Read the text quickly, ignoring the gaps. What are cell
phone novels and how do they work? Circle the correct
answer: a, b or c.

a They are paperback novels divided into instalments and
sent to mobile phones.

b They are stories in episodes written on mobile phones and
uploaded onto a special website.

¢ They are long texts sent by friends to other friends.
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Although books are still P ypular with teenagers, most of them spend more
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when she saw a book with her da

lved to suit the medium. Chapters have

11 phone novels has evo
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The style of ce
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Reading Strategy

+ Read the missing sentences carefully. Then read the

+ sentences in the text that come before and after each
+ gap. Use these two strategies when selecting which

+ sentence fits each gap:

1 Look for vocabulary links between the sentence and
the surrounding text.

2 Look for pronouns, e.g. he, she, it and other references
and check that they match your answer choice.




3 Read the Reading Strategy. Match sentences A—H with gaps
1-6 in the text. There are two extra sentences.

A Common themes are love, tragedy and betrayal, and the
stories often deal with difficult or controversial issues.

B Books are sometimes regarded as old-fashioned and
difficult to read.

C In response to this trend, some smart young authors have
changed the way they write.

D However, as the story progressed, the style gradually
evolved into something different.

E She typed out instalments on her phone and uploaded
them onto a popular website for cell phone authors.

F No money is made from cell phone novels unless they are
published as books.

G It was called Deep Love and told the story of a teenager who
contracted AIDS.

H Sentences are short and there are no descriptions of
anything or anybody because there isn't space.




4 Read the text again. Are the sentences true or false?
Write T or F.

1 The first cell phone novel appeared in Japan.

2 The success of Yoshi’s first book was due mainly to

advertisements on the TV and in comic books.

Most cell phone novels deal with difficult issues.

4 Rin did not tell her parents that she was writing a cell
phone novel.

5 Thereis a lot of conversation between the characters in
cell phone novels.

6 Cell phone novels in English have recently appeared in
the USA.

W




5 Answer the questions.

1 What was the first cell phone novel about?

2 How did Rin write her cell phone novel?

3 How did the first English language cell phone novel come
about?

4 What does Takatsu particularly like about this form of
writing?




6 VOCABULARY Match a=k with 1-11 to make compound
nouns. They are all in the text.

Compound nouns

1 leisure a series
2 cell b book
3 television ¢ school
4 comic d story
5 high e time
6 love f name
7 book g phone
8 bestseller h culture
9 pen | contract
10 pop ] media
1 social k list




1 SPEAKING Work in pairs or small
groups. Discuss the questions.

1 Do you think cell phone novels
are a good idea? Why? / Why not?

2 Would you be interested in
reading one? Why? / Why not?

3 Do you think you could write
one yourself? Why? / Why not?
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