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KNOCKER UPPER

• Before there was the alarm clock, there was 

a human alarm clock. People would hire 

“knocker uppers” to tap on the glass of their 

window with a long pole or shoot peas at 

the glass to wake them up. The job eventually 

fell to the wayside when the mechanical 

alarm clock was invented in 1847.





SCISSORS GRINDER • Scissors grinders would 

sharpen scissors, knives, 

or other tools using an 

abrasive wheel, and would 

often go door to door 

performing the service. 

The practice became 

obsolete by the 1970s 

because most people 

found it easier and 

cheaper to buy new tools 

instead of sharpening their 

old ones. Today, some 

people refer to cicadas as 

scissors grinders because 

of the similar sound they 

produce.





FOOD TASTER • The practice of employing 

people to taste the food for 

a member of a royal family 

or an important figure to 

ensure that the food wasn't 

poisoned dates back to 

ancient Egypt and ancient 

Rome. Several chemicals can 

be used to poison people, 

but only cyanide can kill a 

person within minutes. 

Other poisons take time to 

show effects, and most 

royals weren't keen on 

waiting days to eat a meal 

just to see if the food taster 

would end up ill.









OVERFISHING  



OVERFISHING  

• What will happen if 

overfishing continues?



OVERFISHING  

• What will happen if 

overfishing continues?

• If overfishing continues,

we won’t have fishers in 

the future. 
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• What will happen if VAR develops more?



VAR
• What will happen if VAR develops more?

• IfVAR develops, referees will become 

poor. 
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